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City-Centric’s Annual Symposium: Surveillance 
13th July 2015 

9:30 – 10:15: Registration  
 
10:20 – Welcome from City-Centric co-convenors, Júlia Braga Neves (KCL/HUB) 
            and Penny Newell (KCL) 
 
10:40 – Keynote: Dr. Matthew Beaumont (UCL) 
           Nightwalkers and Nightwatchers: Policing the Nocturnal City in the Middle  
           Ages and After 

11:30 – Panel 1: Literature under Surveillance 

§ Richard Maguire (Arcadia University) – Pink Greene:  The City and 
Homosexuality in the 1950s’ novels of Graham Greene 

§ Penny Newell (KCL) – Fictional Form in Kafka’s The Trial 
§ Júlia Braga Neves (KCL/HUB) – Panopticism and Domesticity in Sarah 

Waters’ Affinity 

12:30pm – Lunch 
 
1:30pm – Interruption: Rita Chadha (RAMFEL) 
 Hyper surveillance, migration and the creation of the hostile environment 
 
2:00pm – Panel 2: Surveillance and Citizenship 

§ Natália de Carli (University of Seville) and Zeno Leoni (KCL) – From 
stigmatization to gentrification: harnessing the right to the city in London 

§ Matthew Richmond (KCL) – Double panopticism in Rio de Janeiro’s 
pacified favelas. 

3:00pm – Coffee + Artists’ Talk: Alice Dalgalarrondo and Antonia Cattan 
 
4:30pm – Keynote: Dr. Seb Franklin (KCL) 

The City as Medium 
 
5:30pm – Walking Tour with Henrietta Williams (Bartlett, UCL) 
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Surveillance Debrief 
 Júlia Braga Neves and Penny Newell 
 

	  
 
 
It seems logical to begin with the question ‘what is surveillance?’ Is ‘surveillance’ 
how we are surveilled, watched, witnessed, analysed and monitored? Can humans 
and nonhumans likewise ‘surveill’ each other? Does ‘surveillance’ need to be 
selective––do we need to be looking for something, or is it enough to simply look? 
Moreover, in what ways do these questions unfolard onto deeper concerns: of the 
politics of mediation and digitization, of mass indiscriminate and illegal invasions of 
privacy? And, if so, how can ‘surveillance’ be seen as an operative system that 
manifests as the surveillance state, while nonetheless exceeding beyond it, into how 
we daily live our lives in a space such as the city? That is, how is this system 
activated, normalised, resisted, affected and intersecting with urban spatial 
practices?  

Needless to say, how we live and lead our lives in London was a large part 
of our choosing this theme for the 2015 City-Centric symposium. As Londoners, we 
constantly feel we are being surveilled – the streets are a stage for social 
performance; our screens are overloaded with Press stories of compromised privacy; 
even the light from windows beyond our own offer slick reminders that we are never 
quite alone in this cityscape. For the 2015 Annual Symposium of City-Centric, we 
invited paper presentations on the theme of surveillance: we were eager to discuss 
how increasing modes of surveillance in daily urban life function as a means to 
regulate, control and subjugate populations that are already marginal to neoliberal 
politics, governance and urban policies. 

For any Londoner, these are pressing areas of interest. For any urban 
studies researcher, these are increasingly urgent areas of enquiry. 
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With thanks... 
 
Whilst we are tremendously keen to thank all of the researchers and artists partaking 
in this year’s symposium, we wanted to take a moment to thank all those who led, 
attended and contributed to the sessions throughout the year. These sessions 
continuously enriched and nuanced our understanding of urban studies as a 
framework for thinking, and it was delightful to experience such thorough and 
ranging excitement for our chosen theme. Thanks are due for the following 
sessions: 
 
21.10.14_ Beyond Panopticism (Adelina Ong, CSSD) 
27.11.14 _ Metropolitan Landscapes (Flora Pitrolo, QM) 
04.12.14_ Walking Tour : Classification territories and acts of power in the urban 
space (Aliki Kylika, Performance.Cities) 
29.04.15_ Night Ethnography (Rachel Humphris, Oxford, and Can Yildiz, KCL) 
25.05.15_ Council Housing Estates, Regeneration and State-Led Gentrification in 
London (Paul Watt, Birkbeck) 
 
 
We look forward to selecting a theme for the academic year 2015/16, and to more 
enriching conversations. 
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10:40am 
Keynote: Matthew Beaumont 

Nightwalkers and Nightwatchers: Policing the Nocturnal City in the 
Middle Ages and After 

 
This paper reconstructs the legal category of the nightwalker, a figure who emerges 
in the statute books of the Middle Ages, in order to explore the ways in which the 
authorities policed medieval and early modern London at night. It examines the 
moral, political and ideological meanings of the night in the context of criminal 
history, and sketches the figure of the nightwatch, principal agent of official 
surveillance in the city until the appearance of a professional metropolitan police 
force in the nineteenth century, whose relationship to nightwalkers, in the nocturnal 
streets, was often that of a double rather than an anti-type. 
 
 
11:30am: Literature Under Surveillance 
Chair: Seb Franklin 
Panel Members: Júlia Braga-Neves; Richard MacGuire; Penny Newell 
 
 
Richard McGuire 
Pink Greene:  The City and Homosexuality in the 1950s’ novels of Graham Greene 
 
In Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair (1951) there are coded references to the 
scandalous Lady Stella and Miss Fanny, two men who dressed in women’s clothes 
and flirted with gentlemen in London in the 1870s. These men were arrested but 
eventually released without charge, but men in the 1950s were subject to less 
lenient authorities.  Traditional gender roles, after the permissiveness of the Second 
World War, were quickly reasserted by police, architects and town planners. To 
escape prosecution, homosexuals became paradigms of respectability banishing 
camp and flamboyance to earlier times. This paper will explore how the city in 
Greene’s novels of the 1950s constructs a reputable and modern homosexuality, 
while older, more visible signs of same-sex desire are repressed into the past.  For 
all Greene’s heterosexual bravado, his books are remarkably queer and The End of 
the Affair has its origins in a public convenience which held a strange allure for the 
author. 
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Júlia Braga-Neves 
Panopticism and Domesticity in Sarah Waters’ Affinity 
  
This paper aims to discuss the parallels between Victorian domesticity and the 
disciplinary forces in the Foucauldian notion of the Panopticon. Published in 1999, 
Sarah Waters’ Affinitiy takes place in the women’s ward at Millbank Prison and in a 
conservative Victorian home. I have two main objectives with this talk: firstly, I would 
like to trace the construction of the prison as a microcosm of London Victorian 
society and, secondly, the intersections between gender, class and sexuality in this 
novel, especially in regard to the spatial aspects of the prison and its disciplinary 
force. 
 
Penny Newell 
Fictional Form in Kafka’s The Trial 
 
This paper begins with a sentence from the final few pages of Kafka’s The Trial: 
‘Correct understanding of a matter and misunderstanding of the same matter do not 
exclude each other entirely.’ I first propose this sentence as a confluence of the 
multifarious critical task that lies before a conference of people gathered in a room 
in the centre of London, brought together through a shared desired to reflect upon 
urban surveillance. I explore the epistemological content Kafka’s novel and the mode 
of his philosophical argumentation – that a ‘matter’ must matter no matter the 
veracity of our beliefs – and ask to what extent Kafka’s fictional form permits him to 
condition truth. Doing so, I assess the implicit critique of surveillance within fiction 
as a form, and return to ask how this ability to manipulate truth, where philosophy 
must admit truth as a universal limit of thought/reason, speaks back to the task of 
the urbanite critic of the urban surveillance state. 
 
 
 
1:30pm 
Interruption: Rita Chadha 

Hyper surveillance, migration and the creation of the hostile 
environment 

  
This short paper will look at how everyday UK immigration enforcement practices 
around homelessness and policing, have drawn in new state and public actors, in 
order to perpetuate a sense of hysteria around immigration. 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
 
2:00pm: Surveillance and Citizenship 
Chair: Júlia Braga-Neves 
Panel Members: Natalia De’ Carli and Zeno Leoni; Matthew Richmond 
 
Natalia De' Carli and Zeno Leoni 
From stigmatization to gentrification: harnessing the right to the city in London 
 
This paper analyzes how specific areas of London such as Tottenham and Brixton are 
ceasing to be extremely deprived neighborhoods given their stigmatization, social 
and spatial segregation and its precarious conditions to become a target for great 
global investments, generating new territories of gentrification and urban-social 
threat.  
Social-spatial and cultural impacts of the uneven development which drives 
globalization are strongly experienced in urban settlements with increased 
dualization and exclusion based on race, class and income.  The loss of urban 
commonalities is one of the main outcomes.  
 
Matthew Richmond 
Double panopticism in Rio de Janeiro’s pacified favelas 

 
Since 2008 Rio de Janeiro’s military police have pursued a “pacification” strategy to 
tackle the drugs trafficking gangs that have long dominated the city’s favelas. They 
have established a permanent presence in these territories, and now patrol the 
streets and make important decisions affecting community life. While violence has 
fallen, research suggests that this has come at the cost of intensified surveillance of 
favela residents. Indeed, many argue that the police have simply replaced the 
traffickers as violent and unaccountable “bosses of the hill”. Based on research in a 
pacified favela, this presentation offers an alternative view. Rather than replacing 
drug traffickers, the police have simply overlaid them, leading to the emergence of a 
bipolar security regime in which neither group has full dominance. Residents now 
live under a system of “double panopticism” in which they must navigate two 
surveillance regimes pursuing different ends producing daily tensions and 
complications. 
 
 
 
 
3:00pm: Coffee and Artists’ Talk 
Artists: Alice Dalgalarrondo and Antonia Cattan 
The religious discourse as a tool of political control in Brazil 
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Speaking around their artistic practice, through which these artists collectively 
detect, capture, critique and analyse cities, engaging with the politics of 
representation, Alice and Antonia will present their film work, entitled, ES - 
Evangelical State.  
 

Film Brief: 
The Evangelical Churches have reached wide influence in the Brazilian political 
scenario in the last decades. Having Bishop Macedo (the founder of Universal Church 
of the Kingdom of God) as a main character, the project intends to depict a 
dystopian future in which the Evangelical Forces have taken power and established a 
totalitarian regime. Created with found footage, this fictional narrative suggests the 
extinction of Brazil as a secular state, and the institution of the Evangelical State and 
its apocalyptic consequences. 
 
 
 
 
4:30pm 
Keynote: Seb Franklin 

The City as Medium 
 
The 'classical' concept of surveillance rests on the conversion of masses into 
individuals through the extraction of telling information and the conditioning of the 
subject through the projection of an omnipresent gaze—an arrangement that is 
connected to the concept of disciplinarity examined by Michel Foucault. More recent 
conceptualizations such as that of the smart city, however, depart from this 
conceptualization by positing the city as a hardware configuration within which 
sociality is reduced to a series of informational exchanges. In this latter model the 
social is understood as always already consisting of the transmission, processing,  
and storage of information, marking a shift away from eh disciplinary model of 
surveillance. Taking this distinction—which maps on to Gilles Deleuze’s distinction 
between disciplinary and control societies—as a starting point, this talk examines 
the conceptual conflation of city and media across the twentieth century through a 
series of symptomatic literary, theoretical and visual materials. 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm: Walking Tour led and introduced by Henrietta Williams, based on the work: 
London’s Ring of Steel: Entering the Panopticon 
a photography, walking and mapping project by Henrietta Williams & George Gingell 
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At the end of our event, we invite you to take part in a walking tour in the City of 
London. Organized by the artist Henrietta Williams, the tour will show the 
surveillance and security cordon that protects the financial city, also known as the 
ring of steel.   
 

What is the Ring of Steel? 
The 'Ring of Steel' is a security system that was installed in the City of London in 
1993 to halt the bombing campaign by the IRA. The system uses CCTV cameras, 
sentry boxes, bollards, one-way systems and flower planting to monitor and control 
how vehicles move through the City of London. Fascinatingly it lies alongside and 
intersects the ancient London Wall, first constructed by the Romans.  
 

The project... 
Henrietta Williams (photographer) worked with a map maker (George Gingell) to 
photograph and map the entire security system. We walked for 4 days 
photographing and noting down the various points then plotted these onto a Google 
Earth map that can be downloaded.  
 

Why is the Ring of Steel important? 
The ‘Ring’ signifies the beginning of the widespread use of CCTV in London and 
then the rest of the UK. The technology and approach is imported from the conflict 
situation in Northern Ireland and then applied within a civilian context.  
 
 
 
 

 
Keynote Speakers 

 
Matthew Beaumont (Department of English, UCL) 
Matthew’s research interests currently centre on various aspects of the metropolitan 
city, especially at nighttime. His most recent book is Nightwalking: A Nocturnal 
History of London, Chaucer to Dickens (Verso, 2015), the first installment of an 
attempt to reconstruct a cultural history of the urban subject at night, from the 
Middle Ages to the present, in order to present an alternative to the modernist myth 
of the flâneur. This project, for which he was awarded a Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship in 2012-13, is linked both to Restless Cities, the collection of essays 
Matthew edited with Gregory Dart in 2010, and to the City Centre he set up in 2010. 
(UCL Urban Laboratory). He is also currently editing H.G. Wells’s The Invisible Man 
for Oxford World’s Classics; and beginning work on an edition of Walter Pater’s The 
Renaissance for OUP’s Collected Works of Walter Pater. 
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Rita Chadha (Chief Executive Officer, RAMFEL) 
Rita Chadha was born in East London and has worked locally, nationally and 
internationally for a variety of community and voluntary organisations. Her work and 
practice has always been focused upon equality and cohesion issues, as well as 
campaigning for a vibrant and dynamic civil society. Rita was bought into RAMFEL in 
2006 as interim Director to support a review of the organisation. Upon completion of 
a six month contract she was then appointed as Chief Executive and has since then 
sought to expand the organisation’s geographical remit. She is a leading voice on 
matters concerning social cohesion and London’s migrant population, having spoken 
at TEDxEastEnd on ‘The Olypmics and Cohesion.’ 

Seb Franklin (Digital Humanities/ Department of English, King’s College 
London) 
Seb Franklin works on issues relating to the aesthetics and politics of the digital, 
with a particular focus on the ways in which digitality is represented and critiqued in 
literature, theory, film, and computational media.  His first monograph, titled 
Control: Digitality as Cultural Logic, is under contract with the MIT Press, and his 
writing on critical theory, literature, cybernetics, and media has appeared 
in CTheory, Cultural Politics,Textual Practice,Women’s Studies Quarterly, and World 
Picture. His research interests include: critical theory; contemporary literature; digital 
media; film theory; histories of science and technology, especially computation and 
cybernetics. 

Speakers 
 
Julia Braga Neves, co-convenor of City-Centric, is completing a joint-research PhD 
with King’s College London and Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. Her research 
interests embrace urban studies; queer theory; feminist and postcolonial theories; 
Brazilian and North-American literature. 
 
Natalia De' Carli is a Research Assistant at the Department of History, Theory and 
Architectural Composition at the University of Seville and a member of the research 
group Out_arquias. PhD in Architecture and Masters in Sustainable Cities and 
Architecture at the same institution. Her research interests include public spaces in 
contemporary cities, marginalized communities, urban violence and social-spatial 
segregation.  
 
Zeno Leoni is a PhD candidate and Graduate Teaching Assistant at the European and 
International Studies Department of King's College. He is interested in the uneven 
development of capitalism on different geographical scales, imperialism and 
empires. The title of his thesis is "Imperialism After Bush: Obama's Foreign Policy 
Towards China During the Global Financial Crisis".  
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Richard Maguire teaches Twentieth-Century Literature at Arcadia University’s 
London Centre. He has published on American artist David Wojnarowicz and received 
his PhD from King’s College London. 
 
Penny Newell, co-convenor of City-Centric and Research with Reach, is completing 
an English PhD on clouds. Her work has featured in Platform, Performance Research, 
and has been published by Triarchy Press and The Dark Mountain Network. 
 
Matthew Richmond is a final year PhD student in the geography department at 
King’s college London. His thesis is entitled “Favela, network and identity in a 
complex city: A comparative neighbourhood study in Rio de Janeiro.” 
 
 
 

Artists 
 

Alice Dalgalarrondo (Universität der Kunst – Berlin) holds a BA in Medialogy from 
the State University of Campinas, Brazil, and is currently doing a M.A. in Art and 
Media at the Universität der Künste, Berlin, with a DAAD grant. She is a video artist 
and works with film and experimental documentaries. She has exhibited works in 
Barcelona (VideoAkt), Mexico (Agite y Sirva Festival), Berlin (Platform Surreal) and 
Shanghai (N-Minute Festival). As an editor, she has worked with Brazilian artists and 
filmmakers like Andre Parente, Arthur Omar and Joel Pizzini. She was also editor of 
Escape From my Eyes, film by Felipe Bragança, selected for the Berlinale Forum 
Expanded. Her work as an artist and as an editor takes place in the tangent of video  
 
art with experimental documentary, where she develops the thematic of cities and 
their transformations, memories and identities. Daily images and found footage 
serve as a starting point for her construction of narratives with critical political and 
social content. The analysis of the image, its production processes and what it 
represents has incorporated itself into her work as a resonance of her media culture 
studies, shaping the reflective character of her latest works. 
 
Antonia Cattan (Universität der Kunst – Berlin) studied Film at Puc University in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, and is currently attending the Lensbased Class at Udk-Berlin, 
under a Daad Grant for artists. She works mainly with video and photography and 
has exhibited her work in GfZK(Leipzig), HoergeRede Festival(Graz), Liebig12-
Transmediale Vorspiel (Berlin), Eav-Parque Lage and Instituto Moreira Salles (Rio de 
Janeiro). In her artistic practice, she seeks not only to add images to their stock in 
the world, but also to comment on the world made by these images. Her aim is to 
understand how images can raise doubt and answers, and what they can possibly  
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achieve within society. Central to her work are the politics of representation in 
documentary forms, how to think documentary as a tool to approach the theme’s 
'truth' or 'reality', and what our notion of 'real' actually is. How to detect, document 
and reconstruct History, or, in other words, to critically analyze how History is being 
produced and processed.  

 
 
Henrietta Williams is a photographer and videographer. Her work often focuses 
on telling stories about the built environment and on security and surveillance 
within the UK. Her work has been widely exhibited and published and has been 
featured in the Guardian, the Evening Standard, Open Democracy, and on 
the BBC. As a videographer Henrietta is regularly commissioned by the 
Guardian and the Architectural Association. Her work is also often published 
within the architecture press in particular: Dezeen, ARCH+, Domus, BD, and 
Blueprint.  Henrietta has recently begun a practice-based AHRC funded PhD in 
Architectural Design at the Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL. The Ring of 
Steel work can be viewed at http://henriettawilliams.com/ring_of_steel. 
 
 
 
 
City-Centric is an interdisciplinary urban studies reading group based within the 
English Department at King’s College London. The group aims to gather together 
graduate students and staff from across a range of academic disciplines with a 
particular interest in the urban environment. The city is a space of encounter, 
distance, connection and absence: in the city, taxonomies of class, race, gender and 
sexuality, become challenged and affirmed by interplays involving human spatial 
practices and nonhuman things, buildings, places and spaces. The group is 
collaboratively run by Penny Newell (King’s College, London) and Júlia Braga Neves 
(King’s College, London/Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin). Please contact us for more 
information regarding the conference, or the City-Centric reading group. 

 


